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Mr. Jounson of Colorado, from the Committee on Interst 
Foreign Commerce, submitted the following 


NIV OF MICH. 
jUB 9 


[ 


REPORT 


{To accompany S. 2357] 


The Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2357) to amend the Interstate Commerce 
Act to restrict the application of the agricultural and fish exemption 
for motor carriers, having considered the same, report favorably 
thereon with amendments and recommend that the bill as amended 
do pass, 

he amendments are as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the following: 

That clauses (4a) and (6) of subsection (b) of section 203 of the Interstate Com- 


merce Act are amended by inserting after ‘‘agricultural’’ in each such clause the 
following: “(including horticultural)’’. 


And amend the title so as to read: 


A bill to provide that horticultural commodities shall be included within the 
term ‘“‘agricultural commodities’ for the purpose of the agricultural exemption 
for motor carriers in the Interstate Commerce Act. 


PURPOSE AND NEED OF THIS LEGISLATION 


The purpose of this legislation is to clarify the meaning of sections 
203 (b) (4a) and 203 (b) (6) of the Interstate Commerce Act by 
specifically including horticultural commodities, such as nursery 
stock, flowers, and bulbs, within the definition of agricultural com- 
modities. Under these sections, exemptions from certain require- 
ments of part II of the Interstate Commerce Act are extended to 
“motor vehicles controlled and operated by any farmer, and used in 
the transportation of his agricultural commodities and products 
thereof, or in the transportation of supplies to his farm” and also to 
“motor vehicles used exclusively in carrying livestock, fish (including 
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shellfish), or agricultural commodities (not including manufactured 
products thereof).”’ 

The Interstate Commerce Commission has held in its report in 
Determination of Exempt Agricultural Commodities (52 M. C. C. 511) 
that nursery stock, flowers, and bulbs are not agricultural commodities 
within the meaning of the sections quoted above. Testimon 
presented to the committee has clearly demonstrated that horti- 
cultural commodities, such as nursery stock, flowers, and bulbs, are 
agricultural commodities; and therefore, that motor vehicles trans~ 
porting horticultural commodities should be treated in the same 
manner, so far as the foregoing sections of the Interstate Commerce 
Act are concerned, as motor vehicles transporting other agricultural 
commodities. 

This legislation is needed in order to correct the present inequity 
applicable to the growers of horticultural commodities, such as nursery 
stock, flowers, and bulbs, since the Interstate Commerce Commission 
has excluded horticultural-commodities (with some exceptions) from 
the definition of agricultural commodities. It is the belief of the com- 
mittee that there is no sound basis for distinguishing horticultural 
commodities from ‘agricultural commodities” as used in sections 203 
(b) (4a) and 203 (b) (6) of the Interstate Commerce Act. 

S. 2357, as amended, will remove this inequity upon the transporta- 
tion of horticultural commodities. Objections to the original S. 2357 
were made by representatives of numerous agricultural and other 
organizations. However, no objections were presented to the inclu- 
sion of horticultural commodities within the meaning of “agricultural 
commodities” as used in the above-mentioned sections. 


SCOPE OF LEGISLATION 


As originally introduced, S. 2357 would have restricted the use of 
the agricultural exemption to motor vehicles controlled or operated 
by the farmer. 

As amended, the bill leaves untouched the present language of 
sections 203 (b) (4a) and 203 (b) (6) of the Interstate Commerce 
Act except to make it clear that the term “agricultural commodities” 
includes “horticultural commodities” such as nursery stock, flowers, 
and bulbs. 

CHANGES IN EXISTING LAWS 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as 
reported, are shown as follows (new matter is printed in italics, 
existing law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


INTERSTATE ComMMERCE ACT 
Orc: * * * * * . 

Src. 203. (b) (4a) motor vehicles controlled and operated by any farmer when 
used in the transportation of his agricultural (including horticultural) commodities 
and products thereof, or in the transportation of supplies to his farm; or (5 

* * * * * * * 

Sec. 203. (b) (6) motor vehicles used in carrying property consisting of ordi- 
nary livestock, fish (including shellfish), or agricultural (including horticultural) 
commodities (not including manufactured products thereof), if such motor 
vehicles are not used in carrying any other property, or passengers, for com- 
pensation; or (7) * * * 

* - * * * * * 
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